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The Benefit, Advantage, and Glory of 


Silent Meetings, 


Efore the breaking forth of this clear manifeſtation of 
Truth, that now Ihineth in great Brightneſs and Glory, 

which began 1a the Nation of England ſome twengy. ix 

Years ago, or fo, there was.many People both in thar'N-ri@n 21d 
elſewkcre, in whon) there was ſome true delircs and breathings 
raited and tegot aſter the Lord ,- by the ſecret workings 
of his Eternal Poxer, infomuch that many in that day begaa 
to ſeek the Lord tn great Exrneſtneſs and Zeal, upon whom he 
hadcauſed his Light to far tothine forth, that thereby they came 
to ſee their Poverty, Nakedneſs and Emptineſs,notwithſtanding 
of the large and much Profcſſion which they had made in divers 
Sets, and alioby the ſame; they came t» ſee their want of the li- 
ving God, though they had learned a notional and litteral knov- 
ledg of him, from them who ſpoke weakly upon the Scriptures, 
what they had gathered from the Letter, by their Hammeriags 
and Toolings upon them, and ſoit came to pals, - that many who 
were diligent and zealous followers of theſe Miniſters of the 
Letter, tarough theſe dawnings of the Light of God and Chriſt, 
which began to appear in them, became to weary and tireof that 
miniſtration they were under, which was at beit but that of the 
Letter, and for moſt partalfo, had much of Fal/h2od and Un- 
truth mixee In with it, fromthe Worlds Spirit and Witdom, fo 
that their D@Qrine had neither the ſonnd Words of Truth, vor 
the Virtue ahd Liſe of Truth to mak ic Savoury and Nouriſhing 
into the Sou's of the People, ſo that inany cometo loath and re- 
fuſe it, for it appeared unto them; ne better then'as Dead & Cor- 
rupted Water, yea as the Warers oi £zzpr that became Blood, 
which they loathe to drigk 19% the ſame People who began 
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:toloath the Dottrine and Miniſtry of the NationatFriefthood, 
ad alſo of others, who pretended more, finding it both Dead 
-and Corrupt, they found great perpexity and heavineſs of Mind, 
as not knowing what to do, whether to go; they were preſſed 
tn Spirit to leave and forſake the Dead and corrupt Miniftry 
they were formerly under, as finding .t hurtful, yea killing ( for 
the Letter killeth ) bat they knew not where to find the living 
and true Miniſtery which might adminiſter unto them that which 
could anſwer unto the living deſires of their Souls, and could 
Sari: fie and Nouriſh them; & atthe ſame time there were divers, 
in divers Parts, who had ſome inward true and Living openings 
and Manifeſtations of Truth, but they were not comme toa Clear 
and Sound State and Condition in their own particulars, nor to 
a Clear diſcerning of the Manifeſtations and workings of Truth 
from their own imaginations. And from the Enemies transform- 
ings and likeneſſes, & vet in this uncleanneſs & unſoundneſs they 
went forth and ſpoke and declared and Preached and Writ many 
things, which becauſe they did in part tſue or proceed from the 
Light of Truth, were much taking into their hungring & ſeek- - 
ing Souls, who had left the Dead and taſtle(ſs Miniſtery they were 
formerly under, and fo becauſe there was ſomewhat in the 
Words or Declarati>n of theſe men, which did partly anſwer 
unto the Wirtgets and trath of God in their hearts, they began 
mnchto look after them, follow and hear them, and drink in their 
PoQrine, even as the parched and-dry Land drinketh in the 
Rain of a Suwmer ſhower; yet this came to prove much unto 
the great hurt and lols both of theſe Teachers, and alſo of them 
awho gave up to be taughtby them. 

For their Miniſtery not Randing in that cleanneſs and ſunnd- 
neſs, cither of Doarine or Spirit, as was needfnl, it could not 
bur prove as unwhoItom and hurtful food, eſpecially ſeeing there 
was not that diſcerning begot in People, whereby they could 
make a clear difference betwixt the pure and the 1mpure, that 
which was of God, and that which was but of Man, and of the> 
Enemy; betwixtthe pure aad clean Grains, and the Tares; for 
ancecd in thetr Miniltry they did not ſow altogether clean Grain, 
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bnt many noiſom Tares with it, and that in much more abun- 
dance, then the true Wheat, and the Tares ſprang up, and choaked 
the good Seed, and bindered it, ſo the good Seed withered in many, aud 
in many others was in a decaying and withering condition, but 
the Tares waxed great and Aourithcd; and as for thoſe Teachers 
who went forth-as to ſow, for moſt part, it proved moſt to their 
own loſs and prejudice, for not being brought into a cleannels 
and foundneſs in their own particular Condition, neither as to 
Dottrine nor Spirit, the Serpent who beguiled the Woman, be- 
trayed the ſnnplicity in them, and fo through his ſabtilty drew 
them forth ſtill farther and further from the true openings of 
Truth which at ſometimes were opened in them truly from the 
Lord, ont into their own vain imaginations and apprehenfions, 
and alſointothe Enemies transformings and likeneſles : where- 
by the tender dawnings and breakings forth of Truth became to 
be vailed and clouded in them, and the Darknefs prevailed to 
blind the Eye,which had received ſome half opening,and fo their 
latter condition was worſe then the firſt, yea many of them be- 
cargg worſe then others, as unſavourySalt,having run out from the 
Sence and Savyour of that which Savoured them in fome Meaſure, 
and thereby gave occaſion of offence unto many People ; for ſome 
of theſe aforeſaid, having run out from the Meaſure of Truth in 
their own particulars, vented and publiſhed both in Words and 
Writing, Grois, Unſonnd and Pernicious DoCtrines, and othe: s 
of them became looſe and deſolate in their lives, all which the E- 
nemies of Truth charged upon Truth it ſelf, and ſpoke evil of the 
Way of it, unto many Simple People, who too much believed 
them, and ſo were ſcared and offended, evenat the appearance 
of Truth itſelf. 


And abont the ſame time, the People, even thoſe of them for | 


moſt part, who were moſt tender, Ingenious and Zealous , 
( through a weakneſs of underſtanding, and becauſe of the'culto- 


mary Way they had been uſed to ) had too much an Eye to- 


Words, and too mvch a Life in them, for they could not meet 
together, but ſome behovyed to ſpeak, in DoCtrine Exhortabones 
Prayer, &c. ' Otherwiſe they would have thought the Ti _ | 
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ſpent, ſo much as paſſed away of -it yithout- Words, for. their: 
minds were much drawn forth, ſeeking ſatisfaCtion, and refreſh- 
ment in outward Words, Practices and Obſervations, which yet 
they found not, but both their Words and Praftices for molt part 
proved their Burden, and they Groaned under them, and yet 
they knew- not what todo, for they ſaw no way. how either to 
Worſhip God, or profit their own Souls, or one another, but as 
they thought was in Words,or outward PraCtiſes and Obſervati- 
ons, and yet they miſſed the RingYom, which they in ſome true 
Meaſure deſired, and ſo were ſcattered abroad, as in Divers 
Flocks and Companies, like Sheep without a Shepherd, ſeeking 
the true Fold and Paſture, but not finding it. . 

And the Lord who had Pity upon them of Old, whom he be- 
eld as-Sheep without a Shepherd, and whoſe Bowels Yearned 
over thein, in the ſame Yearnings of Bowels extended his tendrr 
Mercies and Compaſſjon into theſe, who at that time had Tender 
Breathings and dehres raiſed in. them after himſelf, and to 
-know and Worſhip Him aright, and inthe acceptable Way, and 
he prepared Meſſengers, ard ſeat among them, In a needful and 
acceptable time, who having attained unto the ſoundneſs and 
clearrels in their own Conditicn, both as to Dactrine and 
Syirits, through the Power and Grace of the Lord, with and up- 
on them, ( which others b:fore them, as afereſaid, were not 
coive into) Preached-the glad Tidipgs cf the, Goſpel in 
Purity:2nd Soundneſs, vprn a: People whom the Lord had 
prepared to receive them3s he bad preparcd them to Miniſter to 
them, tlie firſt Princip!es whereof were to this purpoſe or effect; 
That what was to be known of God was maniteſt within, that 
the Kingdom of God was to be ſonght after, and found within, 
* by every Man, in a Heavenly Sced and Principle, which was of 
God in every Man, the Word near in tie. Meuth, and in the 
. Keart;zthat God & Chriſt was to be fought within,found,received 
2nd cerjoycd. within, in the Mcalure of the Lizht wherewith he 
did enlighten every one itat comes into the World, and that 
whoever do truly believe in God and in Chrift,, mult believe in 
ths Light, wherewith Chriſt did enlighten thew, wao'is given - 

; Go 


. W 
- Þ- 


(7) 
Goda Light to lighten the Gentiles and the People, and who 
believe in the Light, which convinceth of ſin, judgeth and repro- 
veth it in thought, Word and deed, come to receive life by ir, 
and be mage ajive unto God, ſo as to have a Sence of his Divine 
Power and Vertue, and to fee him, and behold him, and enjoy 
- him, and have fellowſhip with him; in which Life they come to 
receive Power over Death, Sin and Darknek, and in the tame, 
they come to receive the true knowledge of God and Chritt, 
and the things pertaining to his Kingdom;and therein,and there- 
from, and thereby they come to receive right thoughts and appe-. 
henfiens of God, and alſo the right and ſound Words, which are 
fit to be ſpoken of him, and concerning him, and his Way and 
Kingdom ; and which thoughts and Words had a manifeſtation 
bf lus heavenly Life and Vertue in them, as they were received 
in the Living and Eternal Word, near, and in the Heart ; ar.d ſo 
that all thinking or ſpeaking of God, or to him, or the things of 
his Kingdom, behovyed to have this riſe,the Word, Light and Life 


of God in the heart; otherwiſe they were all wrong, dead and 


unſavoury, and fo neither acceptable unto God, or profitable ei- 
ther unto the ſpeakers or hearers;and in like manner, all practices 
and works, which are not wrought in this Principle, the Light, 
Life and Spirit of God, within, are but dead and unprofitable, 
Works and Fruits of Death and Darknefs,: as not having the Life 
of God, for their Riſe; Spring and Original, and (ſo the firlt be- 
ginning of the Miniſtry, in great part,was inthe Life and Power 
of God to ca!! oft people from all their dead and dark thoughts, 
Words and Works, as to God, and his Way and Worſhip, which 
. were not brought forth in the Life and Light of God in theHeart, 
were not thought inthe Life, ſpoken in the Life, done and praCti- 
- ced inthe Life, az being all but falſe, unſound, unprokiable, and 
unacceptable; and as the ſound andclear Miniftration g ven them, 
in the Light and Life'of God was to call people off from all the 
thoughts Words and Works of Death and darkneſs, ſo was it al- 
- ſoto. call them off, and turn them from the Darkneſs it felf, un- 
to-the Light, which lighted every one of them, and from/Death 
- unito the Word of Lite, nigh onto everyone, and cs 
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give” Life unto every one, who became turned towards it, in the 
drawings and. Vertue thereof, and this was the clear and Sound/ 
Miniſtration, which the Apoltles received from Chriſt, and par- 
ticularly Paal; who was fent unto the Gentiles, toturn them from 
Darkneſs into Light, and from the Power ef Satan unto. God, 
which Miniſftration, as it was greatly Bleſſed of God in the pri- 
mitive times, unto that effeCt ſo was it, and is it in this our Day, 
the Work of Labour and Love of him, whom the. Lord ſent as 
the firſt of many others: who came after,. did greatly proſper, 
- (though in much. contradiction into many who oppoſed, ſome 
through Ignorance, and others through Malice )- whereby in a 
ſmall time many. out of Divers Se&s and Profeſſions came to be 
turned into the Light, and be convinced of it, and by ir, that it 
was the very ſaving Light of Chriſt Jeſus, notwithRanding cfall 
thar Prieſts or Profcffors ſaid or diſputed to the contrary, for the 
Miniftration had that Light-and Evidence,' Life and Anthority, 
yea Power & Dominion of Truth in it, whicheven by a Spiritual 
compolſion,. forced an aſlent inthe Hearts of many, and the Mea- 
ſure of Truth which was Clouded and Vailed in many, came'to 
be reached unto, through this Miniſtration, ſo as to anſwer unto 
it, to the ſufficient convincement of.theſe, in whom it is thus an- 
{wered. 

And as for them who came to be clearly and ſoundly reached, 
ſo as tc-feel the Power and Life of God in the Miniftration reach 
into the Meaſure and Seed of Truth in their own particulars : 
O what a Day and Time it was unto them; that was even ſuch a 
Day as they had never the like of it before, nor ( in ſome Sence) 
after it, for it was a Day unto them both of Joy and Heavineſs, 
Comfort and Sorrow, Light and Darkneſs, Life and Death, their 
Joy and their Comfort was in the Morning Dawnings of the 
Beauty and Glory of God, which begun ſomewhat to appear in 
the Light, as they became turned towards it; but their heavineſs 
was, in that they began to find the exceeding finfulneſs of fin, and 
how to feel themſelves ſo hedged and compaſſed about with in- 
tanglements and hindrances both within and without, but mere 
cipecially within, .to {top them from entring into the new and li- 
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ving avd perfeft way of God, which began to be revealed iu'the 
Light, inſomuch that they came. to ſee that theſe things which 
they. formerly counted gain, were- now Dung and loſs unto 
them, and that. which they cſteemed as their Glory, became now 
their ſhame, as namely their large Profeſſion and Righteouſneſs, 
and way of Worſhip, which Rood in Dead and empty perfor- 
mances, in the oldneſs of the Letter, in which-they had a Lite, 
and which had a Life in them alſo, but it was the Life of Death, 
which-Reigned in them, and do Reign in all, from Adam unto 
Moſes, yea and whoſe Reign is not put down, until Chrilt the 
Bleſſed Seed and Life be Witnelſled raiſed and revealed in the 
Particular; and fo this Day of God brought Death . and Dark- 
neſs oyer all that. falſe Life and Light, which had Place in them 
formerly, and ſtained all their falſe Beauty and Glory, even. a! 
the Glory of Fleſh, or of the Finft-birth, -in'all the Witdom, 
'Counſeland Knowledge thereof, and inall its thoughts. and ap- 
pom of God, and. in all its Words, and - Works, .and 
raCtices, and Righteouſneſs, whereby it came to pals that theſe 
who ſeemed to'have, aud had much Knowledge and underſtand- 
ing of God and Chriſt, but it: was according to the Fleſh or Firſt 
Birth, began now to See and be Convicted, that they were very 
Ignorant, ſoaseven to fay, ſurely I am more Bruitiih then any 
Man, and,1 haye not the underſtanding of a Man in me; and thus 
many, whewere Teachers of others,for many years,came to be 
Convineed that they had nced to Learn. the very firſt Principles 
of the Dottrine of Chriſt, and ſo theſe who had ſtood in along 
and Large Profeſtion of Words, and attained to, great Abili- 
ties: that Way, in Doctrine, Exhortation, and Prayer, &c. 
Whether through.Education or frequent PraCtice, being come 
to atrue and Living Sence and Convincement, that it was all 
but Carnal and Flefhly,. or at beſt ſtood in a great Mixture, 
having more of Ftefk then Spirit in it; and more of. Death and 
Darkneſs, then of Life and Light,{which is hurtful, as aforeſaid, 
came to be-gathered out of all that Bulk, and heap of Words 
into the waiting Place, in the Meaſure of the Light, which 
had Cenvinced them,- and*given them ſorne Seitte of their Con- 
B ditions, 
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ditions, ſo to wait upon the Lord in his Light in all poſſible ſil- 
neſs andquictneſs, arid ſilence-of Mind, not enly ont of all out- 
'ward Performances and Words, buteven- out of. all Thoughts 
'and Apprehenfions of God-or Chriſt, and all inward motions 
and Workings, which had not the Light, or Word, or. Spirit 
of Godin their Hearts, for the-Rife and"Spring, and this they 
were brought vntothrough the Miniſtration atorefaid, which 
*»,,-Pointed or direted them untothis place, even. filence, both as to 

*Wores and Thoughts, and that, beth apart and together, by 
' which Minifration alſo they were called to aſſemble or gather 

together inthe Nameof Chriſt, whoſe Name is the Light, the 
Wiſdomand Power of God, and the ſecond. Adam, the quick- 
ning Spirit, to-wait together in this Silence. 

So in this Name they were called and directed to aſſemble or 
gather together, to wit, in the Light, Wiſdom, Power and 
quickning Spirit of God, ſo they were not to come in their own 
Wiſdom and Spirit, or. inthe Wiſdom and 'Spiritof thefirſt 4- 
dam, as to Meditate, Teach, or Pray; or give Thapks in the 
Words which that Wiſdom and Spirit did teach them, for that 
had been to meet inthe name of the firſt Adam, and not in. the 
Name of the ſzcond, whoſe Name is the Light, and the Life, 
and the Power, and Wiſdom of God, as aforeſaid, and ſothis 
-Wiſdom, and Power, and. Name,. was to furniſh them in all 
they didor ſpoke in their Meetings or Aﬀemblics.z, and to this 
the Apoſtle direte# the Believers in his day, that whatſoever 
they did in Word or Deed, they ſhould doitinthe Name of the 
Lord Jefus Chriſt ; if they Taught, it ſhould be in his Name, 
to wit, in his Light, Life and Power; and if they Prayed it 
ſhould be in this; and if they gave Thanks it ſhould bein this ; 
and then the Words-uttered or expreſſed by them. ſhould be 
Spirit and Life,” that would both reach unto Gad, for «s ſweet 
Sayour and Odour before him, andalfo unto his Witneſs in the 
Heart of them who heard, for what they {poke ſhould not bethe 
Word of Man, but the Word of God, Chriſt the Word, the 
Light, and the Life, fpeaking in them, and threugh them, as 
'Chriſt- ſaid 'unto the Diſciples, /t 55 not you that ſpeak, _ the 
Sh pros 
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- Spirks of the Father that ſpeaketh 5# [yow, and according to-'this 
Paul ſaid, That no Man canld call Jeſus the Lard, but by the Haly 
Ghoſt; for the. Name of the Lord isa living Name, and.ſo cannot 
be named but by the Power azd . .Vertye of his own I ife3+-in- 
deed a-Man, in his own patural Spirit mey-pronounce the 
. Letter of zhe Name, . but the Letter is not the Name, for the 
Name is the Word of God, butthe Letteris notthe Word, and 
ſo.it is ane thing to pronounce the Letter or Letters, but for 
another to name orſpeak the Word of God, yea, or inwardly 
- only-to conceive in it the Mind or Heart, which none can do but 
by the Holy Ghoſt. : I 

Naw about thistime that dizers were convinced, as aforeſaid, 
2nd gathered together 1a Divers Places, through very Neceſh- 
ty, their Mectings came to be Sitent, for feme Time, though 
the-Firſt Rice and Ground of their Mecting in Silence, was,that 
they were taught it of the Lord, foraſmuch as there. were but 
few, who were thenattained unto that Soundneſs and Clearneſs 
of Condition, in their own Particulars, ſoas thereby to be fitted 
and Qualified in the Word, Life, Power, and Wiſdem of God, to 
_Minifter unto others in«Divers Places, Friends being but very 
yoang at tbat firſt breaking forth of Truth; and ſo their Works 
was moſtly,if not only to joyn together, in a-joynt Concurrenee 
to wait upon the Lord, for the induiggs of his Power from on 
op to ſee the Work and Operation of his Word, Light and 
Life in them, every one being turned unte the Manifeſtation 
thereof ia their own particulars: For indeed in beginpers, or 
thoſe who are bur lately turned nnto the Light and Life of 
Truth, it hath much to Work through in them, and they have 
many Steps of inward Tryals and Exerciſe to Paſs through in 
the Light and Life of Truth, before they attain vnte that Sound- 
neſs and Clearneſs io their own Conditions, whereby they can 
ſafely and Purely Adminiſter the Werd and Words of Life unto 
others without mixture; for Firſt «Man muſt be in a good Mea- 
ſure gathered into the Life and Spirit of Truth, ſo as to be well 
roeted and faſtened in it, in his ewn particular, before he be in 
ſuck a fix Condition as to —_— unto others, with _ and 
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advantaggy and the Word of Life muſt firſt have ſame free paſe. 
ſage in a Mans Heart, Mind and Spirit, before it can haye a free' 
paſſage in the Mouth, and it-muſtitavegot ſome good'Meaſure of 
Command and Dominion over theHeart, and the Thoughts and 
Aﬀe&ions thereof, otherwiſe it cannot ſo conveniently, and rea- 
dHy have the command of the Mouthj ſo as to ordet and dire&'it, 
that the Mouth ſteadily and ſoundly, only as the Inſtrument of 
the Word and Spirit.of God, may only expreſs or dectare the li- 
ving Words of God, otherwiſe as where the Heart is aot under 
the command of the Life as aforeſaid?) the Mouth will reel and 
ſtagger inits expreſſions,and be apter'to [peak the Words of the 
Wiſdom and Spirit of Man then of God ; now as the Words ef 
the-Spirit of God and=Chrift are in the Mouth Spirit and Life 3 
ſo the Words of or from- the Spirit of Man, though even gather- 
ed from the Scriptures,are inſtead of Spirit, but Letrers; and in- 
ſtead of Life,but Death ; the one is Spirit and Life, the other but 
Letter and Death, which Profits not, but hurts; yea even the 
Mixture, (as-whete it is parfly Letter, and partly Spirit ) as 
much as peſlible, is to be ſhunned and forborn;eſpectally, in this 
ſo.Clear and Glorious manifeſtation of Truth, which calleth out 
ef all Mixtures, both. in Words and Works uhto Purity, ſound- 
neſs and-ſimplicity in all, and-now doth more preſlingly require 
it, then in the Times of Ignorance and Darkneſs that arepaft. 
Thus I ſay, that even very necellity at firſt cecaſioned their ſi- 
lent Mectings of Friends in Divers places, every one being a- 
fraid to open the Mouth, nor daring to open, it till the Lord 0- 
pened- itfby the Power and Vertne of ewn Spirit and Life, and 
thougly none durſt ſpeak or open-a Mouth, nor had receivedthat 
Spiritual Power and ability to do it, yet a neceflity and Duty 
they found in it, to meet together, yea the leaſt meaſtre and ap- 
pearance of Life and Lightin every one did even draw them to- 
gether, and when or wherever they-came'together in the draw- 
ings thereof, and ſat down together in ſtilnefs and quietneſs,eve- 
ry one being turned and gathered unto their particular Meaſures, 
they eame to find the Benefit, Advantage and Glory thereof, in a' 
Woerderful and unſpeakable manner ; for after this _—_— they” 
| became” 
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became all 3s one Bady, and as Members together of the Body, * 
and one of anther by reaſon ef that wonderful and excellent and 


Glorious Unity, which the ſeyeral Meaſures.of Life and Light: 
hath in the particular Veſſels and perſons. For 5f even bus two be 
—— each ofboth be gathered unto their own meaſure of Life, 
t 


e meaſure of Life in thr one doth after a ſecret & unſpeckgble manner | 


reach unto the meaſure of Life inthe other, & flow forth into it,wh.reb) 
the one is raiſed, & Strengthened & inlarged ty the oth:r,& as ut were 
fra & refreſhed thereby,yea and the Life in,the one doth ſo j1yn,and U- 
mite its force and Trength and Vertue unto the other, that every parts 
cular feels the Strength aud Vertne of the twofuld meaſure of Life, as 
it were doubled within themſelves ; and if they be three thus gathered 
together, the particular Meaſure of Life in every one reacheth unto 
every particular, ſo that one feels net only the Fertue Force and Strength 
of his own particular Meaſure of Life, but alſo the very foree and 
Strength of the other twe, ſo that his Life is as it were ſcrengrhened, en- 
larged aud refreſhed, as ina threefold degree, and ſo ſtill as the number 
of theſe do increaſe, who come indeed ts Witneſs any Meaſure of the 


Life and Light of God to ſpring up in them, all the particular Mea- 


ſures of Life in21he particular Veſſels,or Perſons in whom it hath appear= 
ed, Uniting in one,even as many ſmall Sireams, become as alarge river 
of Life, which in rhe wholeneſs, or Univerſallity of it, bath its Courſe 
Motion and Operation, in and threugh every Member, in ſome Meaſures 
according to the capacity of each; and thus the whale Univerſal Life 
and Spirit of the whole Body reacheth, in its whole i/ertue, in ſome Mea- 
ſure unto every Adember for the quitkning, refreſhment, and edijying 
thereof, as even it is inthe Natural Body, for the Natural Spirit that 
5s Univer ſally diffuſed through the whole, reacheth wnto every Member 
in the Body, with its Influence Life and Virtne, end a plain example 
whereof we have alſo in the Light, that is Nathral, for if a Company of 
People ſhould come into a dark place, every one of them having a Lamp 


or Cardle lighteh, each perſon injoyeth not only the Light of bis own, | 


but alſo of all his Neighbours, where each ſufter their Light freſhlyto 
ſhine forth. 


And of this Friends having ſuch manifeſt and clear Experience 


in their own particulars, they became greazly indeared towardj 


rg 


One © 
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_ one another inall Pureneſs and tenderneſs of Love, andfinding 
_ the great Benefit and Advantage which they had in one anotbers 


Cowpany, Preſence and Fellowſhip, asf one being. a Strength 
to another, their Life and Spirit reacaivg unto them,. oft wih- 
avtall Words, yea in the ſilence or cealing of Words they were 
drawn to meet ofcen together, for that inthe Preſence and Com- 
Pany of one another they. were inwardly Refreſhed, Comfor- 


ted, Quickened and Strengthned, througitthat Communion and 


Communication of the Spirit and Life-of God, from Veſſel to 


. Veſlel, as from one vpon all, and fromall upon one, and this is 
. that Communion of the Saints,which is a Myſtery forever ſealed 
from all Natural Men, but is moſt open and clear toevery Child 


of Light, yeaeven untethe Youngeſt, wha. are butas Babes and 
Sucklings in the Truth. : | 
And oft times it ſo comes to pals, that one only particular Per- 
ſon is made an occaſion of great Refreſhment, Quickning and 
Comfort unto many, yea unto a whole Meeting, fo that in good 
,and certain experierce, where divers have come together, but 
Life had but a weak or ſmall manifeſtation in and among them, as 
being but,goung in the Truth, and much Death and Darkneſs 
as yet having place, which Burthened and Clouded the tender 
Liie, ſo that, as it were the Power of Death and Darkneſs 
could be felt to work ſtrongly inthe Meeting, by realon of which 
thoſe who met had much ado to wreſtle againft the {aid dark 
Power, yet the coming of one among them, and ſitting down 
witl: them in the Meeting, to wait together upon the Lord in 
pure Silence, has occafioned Life in great Glory and Dominion to 
ſaine fo. th;& flow like a mighty River through the whole Meet- 
ivg and erery particularMember thereof,by which every particu- 
tar could ſenlibly feel the Power of Darkneſs and Death, which 
did Barthen and Weaken the Meeting, and quench or ſtop the 
ipringivgnp of Life, to be removed by the force and ſtrength of 
L ife, which brekez forth againſt it, and diſpelled it, as the Sun in 
tis ſtrength dilpelleth and breaketh a Cloud into pieces,the occa- 
fivn of which hath-been, that the one aforeſaid hath had the 
Lifc of God in hisown perticular raiſed into a large ſtature oo 
| | L | meature 
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meaſare of Power and Dominion, whereby his Life lc bead ies 
courle through all. thzt Darknels trar ſlocd in the way, to the 
reaching fhe weak and ſmait meaſvres of Lifc in the others,a1.d {6 
by its Inflvence quickething and ſtreng:ihening Lite in every par- 
ticular, till it” was raiſe» over. al}that Red in its way, aid ail 
were abundantly Retreſhed,” Comforted ard Qrickened, and 
ſuch through the Goodneſs ard Providerce of God, are ſent un- 
to others, or raiſed ap, among them to te unto them as Nurſing 
Fathtrs, and Stewards, and Sheplecds, rnto wh.cm, as it were, 
the Keys of the Kingdom were given, that ay cpen it unto 0- 
theis; not but that it is pofſible robe epened, even without ll 
Inſtruments from without, yea the Service and Benefit of lnitry- 
.ments, firted and prepared of God, hath been, and is found to be 
great unto the more abundart opening of it, and helping the 
Weak and Feeble unto the more realy and ealie entrance into ir, 
wherefore ſuch cannot but be dearly Loved ard Honoured in the 
Truth, for their Works fake; and becauſe of that excellent 
meaſure of Life inthem, which hath ſuch univerſal Inilvence and 
Service unto all. 

And though the Unity and Fellowſhip of the Children cf 
Light and Truth doth not imply conlift in their outward Near- 
== Company, or Preſence, for that though at never fo great 
an outward Diſtance, their Unity remains, in that Spirit which 
reacheth over and through all, yet it 1s certain that even their 
being together in the outward ( when they are gathered in the 
Name of Chriſt as afereſaid, as in the particular meaſure of kis 
Life and Light made manifeſt in them ) doth greatly corduce 
and contribute to increaſe and ſtrengthen their Unity, and to 
make their Fellowſhipand Communion of Life the more ſenſible 
as is known and witneſſed by certain experience ; for that when 
they are outwardly preſent, Life hath and oppertunity to convey 
it ſelf ugto one another, by an through the natural Spirit, and 
the very Face of one ſharpneth ancther, as Iron doth Iron, for 
where Life is raſed in the Heart, it hath its Image on the very 
Face or Countenance, which by a ſecret Vertue reacheth unto 
others. Tea not only doth Life convey is ſelf, and its pure influence, 
through 
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* able and edifying to wait with others, where oppertunity can'be 


(36) , 
#hrongh the Voice and Sight, but even through the taking one another 


v5 


by the Hand, where it is done in pare and nndefiled Lovey and by the 


* laying on of Hands alſo, 41 was witneſſed in the "Primitive Times, , ſo 
_ that thoſe who were induced with a large meaſure of the Life and Spirit 


of God, while they laid Hands on them who Believed, Vertne went 
forth from that force and ſtrength of Life in them, anc reached wnto 
theſe on whome Hands were laid, whereby they came to feel the Life 


. to be raifrd in their own particulars, and the Power of the Holy 
, Ghoſt to fall or break forth npon them, as even ſo it is witneſſed at 


this Day, in and among the Children of Trath, through the former 


-fermality of laying on of Hands, that i in the falſe Charchywhich hath 


only the empty and bare imitation # not regarded. 


And thus now it being ſhowed, how greatan Advantage and 
Benefit the Children of Light and Truth have in their Meeting 


.together, through the Communication of Life, yea from all to 


every one, and from one to all, and that|without all Words, as 


 wellas with them, the Benefit and Advantage of their meeting 
together, even in'Silence, cannot but be manifeſt, and this ſerves 


ro anſwer that common Objection uſed by many, who ſay, We 
may fit ſilent at Home, and wait in ſilence in our own Houſes, and ſo 


' be a4 much edified, at to come to a ſilent Meetifig, where nothing is 


fpoke for our Inſtruftion or Learning , to which | fay, nay if your 


-outwerd Liberty and Health can permit you to comezand yet you 


come not, bur ſt1y at home, you cannot Profit, nor be Edified 


-fo much at home, though you ſhould give your ſelves to waiting 


ih ſilence, as by coming to the Meeting of the Lords.People and 
"waiting together with them in ſilence, firſt, becanſe to meet to- 
-pether is the Ordinance of God, which he doth bleſs; yea he 


+hath promiſed that where two or three do meet together in his 


Name he will bein the: midſt of them, and this promiſe is to 
meetins {imply in his Name, though there ſhonld be no Speaking 


*amors them ; ' but ſecondly becauſe as is ſaid, through thatwni- 


'verſal inflzence of Life, which the wholeMeeting hath upon every 
particular/Lifs, to raiſe an refreſh, and ſtrenzthen Life in 
tevery partictlar, tharefvre it is manifeſt ; thit it is more prefi- 


had 


Ll 
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had then glone, for while we wait with others, we become x 
Rrength and helpunto.one.another in: waiting, which many can 
ſeal the truth of bycertain experience, who have faund much more 
ready andeaſfie accefs and entrance to wait upon the: Lord, aud 
a much more freedom of Mind from vain Thoughts and En- 
cumbrances while they were waiting with others, then while 
alone; as alſo many has beerr Convinced aud brought to the 
knowledg of the Truth by coming to Silent Mectings, and feeing 
as is ſhowed'that Lite doth readily mof&prevail & abonad while 
they wait together, ſurely theſe occaſions cannot but be the more 
Edifing and Profitable, when rightly improved, for when Life 
is moſt raiſed, and doth- molt preveil and abound in the Heart, 
then a man hath the belt opertunity to feel the operation of it in 


-him to work and purge outthe old Nature and Spirit, with the 
Works thereof, and to-leven him into..a new lump, ſo as to 
-mould- and transform him unto its own pure Sinilitude and 


'Imag 


e. 
And fo theſe who came together,Fto meet after this manner 
in Silence, 4o that they would fit together many hours in adeep 
Silence and Quietneſs,-came. to find great Benefit and Adven- 


-tage'intbem, yea and a great Glory, though ſuch [Meetings be- 


came the Worlds wonder, andnatural and darkſpirited men did 
ſcorn and deride them, as they do unto this day, yet the Chi!- 
dren of "Truth found them, and do find them the molt Profitable 
aud Edifying Meetings that ever they were at, whereall Flefh-is 
made Silent; and the Lamb alone is waited for. toappear in his 


"Temple, and ſpeak forth kis holy Mind, Will and. Counſel in 
ſich Veſſels as are fitte> and prepared of .him,. and thoſe who 


met together in this Silence, where, at that time perhaps, not one 
in the Mceting had a Mouth opened, -or utterance gave them, in 
the Life and Spirit of Ged, came indue time to receive the 0- 


- pening of the Mouth in a very large and powerful, and glorious 
' manner; as-continues unto this day with them who yer remain a- 


live in the Body, and now many have received an-opening of the 
Mouth, and come to witneſs the. Word of Life ſprung vp in 
great Power and Glory, tg the putting Words into their 

C Mouths 


2 
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Mouths, which. are Spirit and Life that Minifter.Grgce, largely - 
unto the Hearers, and are--a Sweet -and Precious Savous and Q- 
dour unto God, eyen a Sacrificeef aſmeet-Smell; and-ſothey 
witneſſed the Promiſe fulfilled -unto them, - upon the matter 
( thovgh the many Tongues and Languages, with other circum- 
ſtantial things be not). asthe Diſciples did,- who were comman- 
ded to tarry at Fera/alem, and wait for the Promiſe of the Father, 
which was the pouring forthand effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, or 
Holy Spirit, and Life-of+God upon them; and- they wait, ſo 
it came to paſs, that on the day of Penticeſ, being aſſembled 
together with-one accord, they were filled therewith, and | 
to-ſpeak forth the wonderons things of Ged, as they felt them in 
their Hearts, and as the Spirit gave them utterance. - 

And ſeeing they were 'not commanded to Speak, +Preach,--nor 
Pray, nor Singg but in the Name of Chriſt, that is in his Life, 
Spirit- and- Power, as it moved themy it is manifeſt, at times, 
the Diſciples, or Chriſtians in the Primitive Times had Silence 

" among them, as we-now have, feeing-they- were not to Speak, 
« byt when the Life moved; and ſurely there were among them, 
- who did not :always feetthe motionof Liteto Speak,. nor were 
always in-s Capacity or Condition for (Speaking. and :though 
now-ſinec the glorious increaſe and growthof Truth, few Meet- - 
- tings have ſore or other ro v hom. a Miniſtry in Words is given 
more or leſs, ſo that ſeldom or rarely Meetings.are nnder a ne- 
;*ceffity to be wholy Silent, from firſt tolaſt; -yet becauſeof the 
great Advantage, and Benefit, and Glory that is found in them, 
Friends are many times willingard deſirous to fir down and feed. 
together inSilepce, upon the heaventy and inviſible Life, ſo as 
to reach unto-one- another in the Communications-of Life, and 
{cet the States and Cor ditions of one another therein in Silence, 
and- enjoy that ſecret and hid Fellowtfhip together which the 
Wecrld knoweth not; .. ſo as even - to be Glent, though, both a 
Liberty and”! Ability in the Life may be preſent with divers 
( wk.ere ropreflare no- preſſing occaſion is found;zto utter Words, 
-wkichir.deed hath a great Glory in it, that People. ſhould Con- 
- "verſe together in Spirit and deep Silence, and witkout all Words. 
| Now 


EW, 
+ F Now argong divers great an +i-4 Advantages and Benefits, 
which they whe came ta be Convinced did find, in the Gttirg 
down together to wait in- tilegce ; there were ſome that in 
the ſilence, their Minds berag "turned owards the Light and 
Life of God which h24 appeared to them, they came to find 
heir Mindes ſtayed therein aud thereby, for a great and mighty 
Power broke forth, inthe Light, unto which their Minds were 
tarned, and did gather their Minds jnto it more and more, where- 
by they came to know a being Planted, and Grounded, and 
Rooted, and Setled, and Eſtabliſhed in the Truth, and in the 
. Light, and Life, and Spirit and Power thereof; arid ſothey 
came £0 be gathered out of all the Toflings and Waverings of 
Mind, and out of all the Incumbranres and Wandrings, into 
Smbility and Steaddineſs'in the Truth;which was even as to be 
delivered from a Stormy and Tempeſtaous Sea, and brought to 
dry Land; andthusaltothey came to be gathered our of all their 
own Thoughtsand [magigations, and uncertain Conjeftures and 
Gueſlings concerning the things of God and Retipgion, into the 
cltearand certain manifeſtation of Troth, by which alſo they 
came to receive an inward diſcerning, fo as to diſtinguiſh & make 
adi e infallibly betwixt things and things in rhem, as to 
ſee and know and feel what was of God, and what'was not of 
him; /butof Man or of Sat; and ſo as they waited in this fi- 
lence, their- minds being turned towards the Lord, they could 
diſcern the right and wrong Spirit, and the Wotk and motion 
of each, and came to ſee what wasto be Kept and Spared, and 
what was to be Denied ; what was tobe preſerved Alive, and 
- Cheriſhed and Novriſhed;and what wzs to be Slain and Famiched 
" and Starved, and ſoinThe Silence they came tw find” the pure 
Judgment of the Lord to paſsover and through all' in them, as 
the-Refiners Fire, which purifieth the Glod and Silver, but con- 
ſumeth the Droſs and maketh a clear Separation; and the Power 
of the Lord God was found and felt towork mightily in them, 
for- the breaking down, and Killing, and Conſaming, and De- 
royed every Evil Thing and Work, which had place in them 
and removing and taking outof the way whatever Clonded or 
Vailed, * 


a &>54. $44 
is, 


' "PL x , " 
£ - . _ 
"Y OS af i > +. 
- "i , jon. "Co 


SY 
, . 


by 


_ 


. 
- 


C 29 ) 
Vailed, or Burthened the pure Life to ariſe and ſhing forth, *and 
fothe Mountains which were railed over the Seed and burthened 
Ir,,.came hakeng/yca the Earthand the Heavens, (by which 
theſe bodily -Quakings and. I'remblipgs did allo ſ8ize- upon 
divers,. and from this the Name Cugkers was in.ſcorn caſt upon 
Friends ) that the Mountain of the Lord might be raifed upe 
top of them all, and.ſo through the mighty working of ; Gods 
Power, which was revealed inthe Light, ; to which their minds 


were turned. in ſilence, they came to be brought out.of the mix- 
ture, wherein they Rood, formerly, into a ckarneisand ſound- 


ne(s of Condition,in the Truth, both as to Spirit,aud Judgment 
in their ewn. particularsz and lg they cameto. aclearand found 
underſtanding, of the things of God) & of. T ruth,& Religion,and 


\ the way of Warſhips, and ro have clear and found Thaughts.and 
— Apprebenſions of them, which did purely apd.clearly ariſe in 


»*4 


ie. Light, in which their minds becawe ſtayed, axd ſo in due 


'time a pureand clear miniſtration in-Words was given unto.ma- 
ny of them, ſo. that they preackedpure, ſound &clear Doftrine, 


"1, a pare and clcar manifeſtation of Life, unto which: pure 
. Minifration many came to be brought, who had, a Miniſtration 


formerly among People of divers Setyand Qpinians, which ood 


_ inthe mixture aforeſaid, that was potclearGrainand Food, axd 


therefore hurt both themſelves ,and ethers, but being, gathered 


| together ynto- thiz pure Miniftratiop . (-which they .received by 


ſitting down to wait upon the Lord, to learn YUNen in-filence, 


" ithall fubjeCtion, the pure and clear and perfect knowledg of 
| things) they came both to, be ſaved themſelves, and to, be made 
' inſtrumental ſare mapy others: Ando in ſilence they came: 


- 


ro receive theſe; many precious openings ard diſcoreries- of 


- Truth and Religion; and the Scriptures were largely and purely 


openedunta them concerging thele many things, which are the 


- matters. of Difference, between the Friends .and Children of 
; »Teutk, ani the Priefts and Profeſlors, and theſe together, with 
;.many.precigus and 'excellent Gifts of the Spirir, and alſo, much 
: ;inward Pezce,. Joy, Refreſhment and Conſolation inthe holy 


Spiric, and much increaſe of: Life and Grace, and Righteout- 


neſs, 
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neſs and much Beanty; and -Glery, and Dominion in the Life, 
were among the Bleed and Glo Jus Amy hey recine 

an meeting together, and waiting together upon the Lord in pure 

Silence.aud Kilnebs, and whic — ow and witaclee, 

and. found at -this day ( even 2s 2t the beginning) by. them, 

who faithfully-.and diligently do-oſerve them and improve 


And by this means alſo the Truth came greatly to ſpread and 
gain Ground, and ſo doth at this Bay, eve in that theſe who 
were Conyinced in all the parts and corners of the Land, where | 
the ſound, of , Truth-came, did meet together, though there 
were but two-orthree in a place, and fat down together to 
wait upen- the -Lord in pure Silence, out of -all their own 
Thoughts and Words, Works, which was a great and loud 
Teſtimony, and did.Preach all abroad far and near, which gave 
occaſion uato many who had ſome meaſkre of Simplicity ard 
'Tenderneſs to.conſfider the thing,and the ſignification of it, thar 
in a time wherein Profeſſors had ſo.much alife in Words, ( as if 
all Religion-had beenturned into Words, and in Speakingand 
Hearing, as indeed it was ſo with moſt part, that they knew nb 
more of it, but to hear and talk Words, and fo their Religion 
was a Monſter, as if all the Body were become the Tongue and 
the Ear ) that a People ſhould be raiſed up to meet togerher in 
Silence, and.in Silence to be Edified, and Taught and Llaſtrufted 
more then in all the Words they had formeriy beard or ſpoken, 
arid in filence to Worſhip Ged, and Pray, and give Thanks, 21d 
.be Helped and Strengthened one by another, this gave occaſion, 
and doth and will give occaſion ſtil more and more unto many, 
that bave any meaſure of Tenderneſs nd Shppliciry to lock 
beyond Words into the inwards and ſubftanee of Religior; 


and indeed hereby many came to be Convinced, more then by 
all the Preachings in Words that ever they heard, the very *?- 
lence and Silent Meetings of Friends Preached unto them ſo 
Convincingly,and reached them, that they came both to confcts 
and own the Truth, and to-fig down in filence with them who 


were formerly gathered; - turning in their Miuds to the Light, 
D whereby 


"© wheteb} they caine td be-pertalersof "tlie Boſeſſivof dns} 
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35 aforeſaid; with them, *and16 they-came to fee the-proportion 
of the'true Religion, which igas a well Body, and 
is not all Tong Ears} but hath meny otber Parts atid/Mem- 
bers, aftd thele fargrearer; forthe Tonguegasſaid Femer, 1rbat 
a Fit Mtmber 5 endo indeed theWordy (whiththe | 
can utter, and anſwers thereanto )) arebut a very little partin 
xcfþett of theſe many other things which pertain untothe true 


Religion, and even,zvin'the Nathral Budy;many other Members 
receire power to exccane, Wadotherr proper ardreſpettive Offic 
ees, before the Tongue; #wwe fee inlnfants,” whowurefeQivers 


Mettibers of their Body,” Vuteantiot ſpeaktw 


is it even as to the'srue Retigion, which fit gifted power as"t6 
the'ufe of IDE thereunts, before it'gives 
power as to ſpext of them, ſÞ'thit -SbeUience onto-the Truth, 


and the praCtice of a-holy Life and Converſation; doth moſt na+ 
turally proceed the ſpeakingof or-concerning the Trath 3 and 
this is. the order of Chriſt, who ſaid, Me that ' krepeth my Com- 
mandments,. and teacheth men ſo to do, ( ſo hero is firſt keeping 
the Command meuts befgre teaching unto others ) te /ame ſhall 
be great in the Kingdom 0 ' Heaven. - 4 
And fo Friends being turned towards God, -to-waitopen him 
for. his Teachings in their Silent Meetings, have not their 
Meetir.gs todepend upon any Speakersor Speaker' without;what- 
ſoever,and therefore they can and do meettogerther with Adyar- 
rage when they know-not of any Speakers; and thus their Meet- 
— are corſtantly kept up for a Teſtimony to Truth, and the- _ 
Edifcation of themſetves,-av#lHfoforchereaching-emtoothers;. _ 
whereas ameng'! other Profeſſions and Profeſſors, it is quite. * 
-otherwiſe, ſorif they have no Speaker, they have no Meeting, 
and fo their Meetirgs depend upon the Words and Lips of 
men,sif they could receive no good in Meetings but what drop- 
- ped from the Lips of men, whereas the good that Friends look: 
"at; and.wait forin Meetings, -and do receive, is far beyout all 
Words whadberer, even the very Words of Life, (which 
Words are' precious unto them notwithſtagding, and deſirabte- 
in 
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in their place ) and that- Gocd js the Life it ſelf, which was be- 
fore Words, and will be when Words are not, and i in which all 
bangs tn mip ai © God.and one wa ang in which 
riends have Fellowſhip with God, and one an9ther, 
And ws touching $i Mopipes. oc; Meczivg x together in © 
lence,' itdis-not.only tra 
in the Primitive Times as afore! > (ng ON = prayer ct 
nd eo ( although it be ſuch a ſtrange th 
pa gener#lly } A did not Fob and hi 
in lence 76ajs Fob 3.13. And did not 
did. wor open bis Mouth to 
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The (opy of a Letter, written from Ger- 


».. many," by Stephen, Criſp, to Fiyends, 
© #hith darh, ſuit gpith”" rhe; prefeeding 


=_ > anni 
. 


_ : 


Paper. 


LL Friends every where, who have taſted of the 
Goodnefs of God, keep in the Savour thereof, and 


let not your, Ming vin, away from that whick.is Li- 
ving, or thar RY 264 cometh from Above, . and 


makes you Lively, but chat whieh-is Corruptible cometh 
from |the Earth, and brings Death with le over. your 
Souls ;.,And therefore watch. in diligence tg- retain the 
Savour of the Life of Trath, that. you.may Live," from | 
a ſence that Chriſt liveth ia you, . who is*the Seed,..the +» } 


Truth, the Noble Plant, and grows and bringeth- forth -< 
Fruit 1nyo . 


And all Friends, every where, who, thus keeps and 
retaitts the Savour of Life,in them, they will come to feel 
daily Quicknings thereby, and will have power over the 
Nature that is dead in dem to all good. Works, andefpeci- 
ally b: waigity mpon God wizh gftedfaft and ftay'd Mind : 
Not! ing 1 


J asthis co'that old and. corrupt Nature 
| which. 


| 


cy 
which'is ſoon weary.” This is that Naturewhich cannot _ 
watch with Chriſt one-hour; butter tis Tryals and Suf- 
feriags be never {0 great this-Jeads from Watching to 


Sleeping, this hath no Fellowſhip with the”Sed of Go 


in its Sufferings,- and ſhall have- none in- its Dominion. 
And where this drowfic- Nature ſtands Uncrucified, it 
keeps: you in the Weakneſs out of the Power, and this: 
brings- out of the: ſayourand feeling of the Goodneſs of 
God, and ſo makes Mectings unprotitable,and as it comes 
through Cuſtom to-be allowed and ſubje&ed to, it leads 
into Hypocrifie, :thatis tofay, -intoaprofeſſing to wait- 
ing upon God, anda —_— Body in the Meeting, 
and then letting the Heart (which God requires ) depart 
far from him,even into the Eaſc and Liberty of the Fleſh; 
in whick the Apeftle ſaid, they that lived conld not pleaſe; 

erefore, Dear Friends) ih the Name of God I ex- 
. hert yeu conſider what you do-when you Aſſemble tOge- 
ther,-and let it: be 'in the Name of Jeſus, that is in his 
Power, not*in the 'Wealknels, 'nor in the Fleſh like a 


| Bleſhly Meet®g, but infhis Name and Power make War 
 widhitheFleſh, and with the Drowſie Spirit that lodgeth 


there; andnthe Faith overcome' it, and be not qvercome. - 
Þy it, for tharis Bondage ?/ And ha your Meetings in 


+ the Spitity where every one is made alive and flouriſherh, 


and grawicin Life andin Dominion, and ſhines. forth xo . 
eh FHV andRefreſhing 
one ofiidithert+] 4768 125 wi ASTRO 
Forabw: as atty one ſiifererh hirhſelf tobe av 
with fleep-i1+ Mecting,” he tboſeth the Tea 
Power of God, ' hebgcomes a Griete to the 


%* 


f 
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" £26) 
-2n. Evit Example-to the Negligent, and brings himſelf 
under theJudgmenr of Gods Power in his ewn'Conſci- 
ence, which"-whea he awakerk rifeth up ;againſt him ; 
and. alfo he'is under;rhe Judgment of the Pawer ia the 
whole Meeting, whigh,-when he comes. co true ſence of, 
will be.no light thing ;--and further, if any that are uabe- 
lieving come 4a'-among:you, and ſev ſuch things among 
you, that make (a profeflion'of an inward:Power, and 
an inward quickning Spiritz-and?*a Worſhip that is-in- 
ward in the Spirit and Trath, herein cauſeth ſuch the 
Name of God ro be Diſhonored, the way of 'Truth tobe 
holden in little Eſteem, by ſuch who-know. it not in them- 
ſ{clves;, and a Kumbliag-Block 1s hereby laid in theis way 
to hinder them from any farther ſeeking after the Truth. 
Oh Friends ! confider theſe things, and be all diligent in 
this Matter, and let not that earthly have Liberty, 
but-let it be kept in the Croſs till it "Dies, vr elſe it will 
keep and hold you Dead and Unſenſible of God or one an- 
other. And this is that hath hindred the growth of ma- 
ny, namely their Careleſneſs incoming to ings, and 
Their Slorhfulneſs-when they are there; OThitefore for 
time to come, let every one that bcars the 10n" ef 
Truth; be diligent inthe Work of God, be Ex- 
amples to eac 1 other; and obſerve your time and hourof 
coming to'Mceting ; and-ſet not one hour, and then come 
ac-another; and neglect not- your middle week Meetings, 
by reaſon of your..qutward Qecaſions, for that will not 
bring a Bleſſing upon your Aﬀairs, but let all things give 
way to. the Service of God, and then all thi l 
_.»/ork tozerher tor good unto you, and there be no 
Jack of any thivg that. is good for you. . ms 


". | (25) ; 
So dear Friends, in the true love of God have I wilt 
this unto you, asit lay upon me fromthe Lord, as a word 
of Exhortation, to-ftir up; the-pure mind in-youall ; and 
the God of Power and Strength give you of his Might, 
and of his Power to help you inall-your, Neceffities, 
and ffrengthen- your Faith, in 
15:0btained, which is 


'in all your f tes, 
ire of. my Soul for you all, who am your Fricad in 
the BellowihipatthoGaipaL cr nf 


Stephen Seriſp: 


THE END. 
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